
 
Board of Education Highlights: 3/23/21 Meeting 

  
 The following are highlights of discussions and actions from the March 23 Board of 
Education meeting. For the full minutes and audio recordings from the meeting, please 
refer to “Agendas and Minutes” under the “Board of Education” section. 
 

• The meeting opened with a public hearing on the Districtwide Safety Plan, which 
included an addendum for pandemic protocols.  
 

• Board of Education President Bill Holub led a moment of silence in honor of Garden 
City’s longtime coach, Doc Dougherty.  
 

• The Board of Education unanimously approved the appointments of Matthew 
Samuelson and Connor Cohn as Garden City Middle School Principal and Garden City 
High School Assistant Principal, respectively. “They will be assets to us and make 
our district even better,” said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kusum Sinha. 
 

• Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources and Leadership Development 
Nanine McLaughlin shared an update on the Locust School principal search, which 
has involved meetings with staff members and focus groups with parents. 
Candidates have been narrowed down and the district is on track for an April 
appointment.  
 

• The meeting included an overview of technology, athletics, pupil personnel services 
and instructional components of the 2021-22 Superintendent’s Budget, as well as 
propositions. Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance Dana DiCapua 
presented the instructional budget, while Director of Educational Technology Dr. 
Rita Melikian and Lauren Maguire addressed technology, Athletic Director Eamonn 
Flood reviewed athletics and Director of Pupil Personnel Service Janine Villez 
discussed mental health, professional development, special education and 
organization management. The budget adoption date is April 20, and a hearing will 
be held on May 4 prior to the May 18 vote and election. Budget presentations are 
available via the district’s website: gardencity.k12.ny.us. 

 
• This meeting’s agenda included two retirements. The district plans to honor its 

retirees with a celebration in June.  
 

• The Board of Education accepted donations from the Paul R. Eckna Foundation and 
TMA of Garden City.  
 

• The Board of Education adopted a new policy for gender-neutral restrooms, and 
revisions to several other policies were approved.  

 



• Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Edward Cannone 
discussed state assessments, which at this time include four Regents exams.  

 
• Dr. Sinha reviewed the revised 2021-2022 school year calendar and announced that 

Sept. 1 will be the first day for students, Nov. 24 will be a school day, April 14, 2022 
will be a school make-up day and May 31, 2022 will be a school day. The budget 
calendar was revised to include an update to the military ballot date.  
 

• Dr. Sinha expressed that the return to full in-person instruction has gone well and 
thanked faculty members and staff for helping the transition go smoothly. She noted 
the new CDC guidelines and shared that the district hopes to eliminate use of desk 
shields later this spring. Dr. Sinha also shared a reminder about travel guidelines 
during spring break.  

 
• The Board approved updates to the district’s AIS plan and the RTI plan will be 

completed by July. The Athletics Safety Plan was updated to no longer include 
weekly COVID-19 testing.  
 

• Several announcements were shared about upcoming events. A homecoming game 
will take place on April 17 and a May Soiree will be held for senior citizens thanks to 
donations from the PTA.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


